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The #1 question people ask?
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something that one is not sure can be physically adcimA & K S R X

My original plan was to accomplish a 50Q@est(coast to coast in 50 hours) ride. The Iron Butt Association

(www.ironbutt.com), an organization dedicated to safe, albeit challenging, endurance motomigiclg, offers a

variety of rides and certifications. f#er accomplishing a :
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trip out west, the 50CGeemed like a good next step. C <
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middle of the country have to deal with this a lot. Althoug

there is certainly some great riding in the middle of th

country, some of the best riding is closer to one coast or t

other.
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Tosolve this, | decided to create a trip with multiple ride certifications, something which would both maximize
the results of the ride in terms of IBA experiences as well as shorten the trip so that it would take the least time
away from hone as possible Given the necessary trek, | designed a ride that would giviBom8urner Gold

(1500 miles in 24 hourgnd 50CCcertifications within aSaddleSore 5000 (5000 miles in 5 daysthose the
second full week of September to hopefully avoid some summer heat and tourist traffief f O2uypF S & &
front that | was not convinced that | could actually accomplish this, regardless afntiles andbravado |
displayed as | started to tell friends and family about this gdaff ¢ K2 dzZ3 K FNRY GKS NBai
j dzA O1 t & &aSS rkéut duite Aikié | eRpgedied,Q Great@® a very detailed trip plan, identifying each
anticipated stop with time and mileage (attached at the end of this Ride Report)
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almost a year ago after | totaled my previous bike1988 Kawasaki Concourn

an accident whichleft me with a crushed foot and on crutches for a coupfe
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She had just over 75,000 miles on the clock before we left on this ride. In addition

to regular maintenance items, | added several items to the bike over the year to



http://www.ironbutt.com/
http://www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/getdocument.cfm?DocID=3
http://www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/getdocument.cfm?DocID=3
http://www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/getdocument.cfm?DocID=4
http://www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/getdocument.cfm?DocID=24
http://www.kevinsawatsky.com/voyager.html
http://kevinsawatsky.com/concours.html

enhance comfort, ptertainment and communication. More about that bel¥w

After sleeping much of the
afternoon and evening,was
serveda great breakfast just
after 11:00 p.m. on Sunday
night by my loving and
somewhat worried wife.My
original plan to depart at
2:00 a.m. CST (to arrive at
my destination in California g
at midnight PDT, minimizing
the ride time in he dark at
the end of the ride) had
been revised at the last
minute to midnightto make
life a little easier on her and
my ride start witness. Dallas
had been wet for several
days and the forecasters
who declared that the rain
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were wrong. | left the house

in rain and 68 degree temps. Rene followed me to the closesstgéien just to oumorth where | was to meet
Jeff get my official starting gas receipt (with starting time and date) and depart for points west.

larger group had gatheregiseveral of the guys from
church Aldersgate Church in Greenville,) TiXride

who droll
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evening, in addition to good friends, we were joined by a guy who jus :
happened to be at the statioand was interested in what we were all -
doing out gathered at a gas station in the rain at midnight.

When | pulled into the station, | discovered a much
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love about motorcycles and motorcycling is that
there seems to be an instant connection with people
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http://www.aldersgate-church.com/

BunBurner Gold; Caddo Mills, TX to San Clemente, CA

A. KSU (kickstand

up) & Beginning of
the BunBurner Gold
and SaddleSore
5000 - Caddo Mills,
TX

| pulled out of the
Valero just after

getting the official

witness  signatures
and the gas receipt
indicating anofficial

start time of 12:06
a.m. CDT The

receipt  displayed
11:06 p.m,

meaning, | guess,
that this particular
station had not set
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calculate the current time versus the ongl start times for each segment of the trigs | set out in the rain, |
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B. First Gas - Wichita
Falls, TX2:19 a.m. CDT
Trip miles: 153)

The rainon this first leg
was the hardest when |
made my first gas stop
in Wichita Falls.
Thankfully, my geardee
below) has zipn liners
in the mesh pants and
jacket and | stayed
completely dry. For the
entire trip, my goal was
to make my gas stops i
less than five minutes,
unless it was also a bathroom stop. | had my trip log and a pen inlacZiiag(something | learned to do after a
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