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The #1 question people ask?   
 
ά²ƘȅΚέ  
 
Not sure I can ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΧ L Řƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΧ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ άŘŜǘŀŎƘέ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘΧ !ƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƻƴŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ 
something that one is not sure can be physically accomǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΧ 
 
My original plan was to accomplish a 50CC Quest (coast to coast in 50 hours) ride.  The Iron Butt Association 
(www.ironbutt.com), an organization dedicated to safe, albeit challenging, endurance motorcycle riding, offers a 
variety of rides and certifications.  After accomplishing a 
{ŀŘŘƭŜ{ƻǊŜ мллл όмллл ƳƛƭŜǎ ƛƴ нп ƘƻǳǊǎύ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩs 
trip out west, the 50CC seemed like a good next step. Of 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ άCέ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ άCέΦ !Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
middle of the country have to deal with this a lot. Although 
there is certainly some great riding in the middle of this 
country, some of the best riding is closer to one coast or the 
other. 
 
To solve this, I decided to create a trip with multiple ride certifications, something which would both maximize 
the results of the ride in terms of IBA experiences as well as shorten the trip so that it would take the least time 
away from home as possible.  Given the necessary trek, I designed a ride that would give me BunBurner Gold 
(1500 miles in 24 hours) and 50CC certifications within a SaddleSore 5000 (5000 miles in 5 days).  I chose the 
second full week of September to hopefully avoid some summer heat and tourist traffic.  LΩƭƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǊƛƎƘt up 
front that I was not convinced that I could actually accomplish this, regardless of the smiles and bravado I 
displayed as I started to tell friends and family about this goal.  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻrk out quite like I expected, I created a very detailed trip plan, identifying each 

anticipated stop with time and mileage (attached at the end of this Ride Report) 
 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊƛŘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōƛƪŜ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ  aȅ 1993 Kawasaki Voyager became my ride 
almost a year ago after I totaled my previous bike ς a 1988 Kawasaki Concours ς in 
an accident which left me with a crushed foot and on crutches for a couple of 
months.   L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛŘŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴέΦ  Although I miss the Connie, my 
VoyageǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άƳƛƴŜέ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ άŦŀǊƪƭƛƴƎέΦ 
She had just over 75,000 miles on the clock before we left on this ride. In addition 
to regular maintenance items, I added several items to the bike over the year to 

http://www.ironbutt.com/
http://www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/getdocument.cfm?DocID=3
http://www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/getdocument.cfm?DocID=3
http://www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/getdocument.cfm?DocID=4
http://www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/getdocument.cfm?DocID=24
http://www.kevinsawatsky.com/voyager.html
http://kevinsawatsky.com/concours.html


enhance comfort, entertainment and communication.  More about that belowΧ 
 
After sleeping much of the 
afternoon and evening, I was 
served a great breakfast just 
after 11:00 p.m.  on Sunday 
night by my loving and 
somewhat worried wife.  My 
original plan to depart at 
2:00 a.m. CST (to arrive at 
my destination in California 
at midnight PDT, minimizing 
the ride time in the dark at 
the end of the ride) had 
been revised at the last 
minute to midnight to make 
life a little easier on her and 
my ride start witness.  Dallas 
had been wet for several 
days and the forecasters 
who declared that the rain 
ǿƻǳƭŘ άƳƻǾŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘέ 
were wrong.  I left the house 
in rain and 68 degree temps.  Rene followed me to the closest gas station just to our north where I was to meet 
Jeff, get my official starting gas receipt (with starting time and date) and depart for points west. 

 
When I pulled into the station, I discovered a much 
larger group had gathered ς several of the guys from 
church (Aldersgate Church in Greenville, TX) I ride 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊƛŘŜΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L 
love about motorcycles and motorcycling is that 
there seems to be an instant connection with people 
who stroll 
over on gas 
stops and 
just about 
anytime I 
stop to 
reminisce 
όάL ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ 
of those 

ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅέύ ƻǊ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ όά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳΚέύΦ hƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
evening, in addition to good friends, we were joined by a guy who just 
happened to be at the station and was interested in what we were all 
doing out gathered at a gas station in the rain at midnight. 
  

http://www.aldersgate-church.com/


 

 

BunBurner Gold ς Caddo Mills, TX to San Clemente, CA 
 
A. KSU (kick-stand 
up) & Beginning of 
the BunBurner Gold 
and SaddleSore 
5000 - Caddo Mills, 
TX 
I pulled out of the 
Valero just after 
getting the official 
witness signatures 
and the gas receipt 
indicating an official 
start time of 12:06 
a.m. CDT.  The 
receipt displayed 
11:06 p.m., 
meaning, I guess, 
that this particular 
station had not set 
their clockǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘέ ǘƻ 5ŀȅƭƛƎƘǘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  L ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ŎƭƻŎƪǎ όǇƘƻƴŜΣ Dt{Σ ǊŀŘƛƻΣ ōƛƪŜ ŎƭƻŎƪΣ ŜǘŎΧύ ŀǘ /5¢ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ 
calculate the current time versus the original start times for each segment of the trip. As I set out in the rain, I 
ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΧέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ L started to push west in the 
rain. 

 
B. First Gas - Wichita 
Falls, TX (2:19 a.m. CDT - 
Trip miles: 153) 
The rain on this first leg 
was the hardest when I 
made my first gas stop 
in Wichita Falls.  
Thankfully, my gear (see 
below) has zip-in liners 
in the mesh pants and 
jacket and I stayed 
completely dry. For the 
entire trip, my goal was 
to make my gas stops in 
less than five minutes, 
unless it was also a bathroom stop. I had my trip log and a pen in a zip-loc bag (something I learned to do after a 
ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜǘ ǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ L. wƛŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ƭƻƎ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜǘ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ 


